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Member Cities and Villages Events
Branch County Civil War Days - Battles at Gettysburg will take place 
at Heritage Park in Coldwater May 22-25.  Activities include: a train 
ride with President Lincoln, Civil War artifacts & displays, Union & 
Confederate Camp Life, Civil War music by local elementary students, 
Military & Civilian Ball with Glen Morning Star Jr. & Ruffwater 
Band, Night Firing of Canons (weather permitting). Visit http://www.
cwcwmi.com for more information.

27th Annual Coldwater Swap Meet & Car Show will be held at the 
Branch County Fairgrounds May 9-11. Up to 1600 show cars, over 
100 show quality cycles and over 300 vendors including swap and arts 
& craft vendors will be on site. A cruise through downtown Coldwater 
will take place Saturday beginning at 4pm; an after cruise party is 
scheduled to follow downtown on Main street. Check out http://www.
coldwaterswapmeetandcarshow.com/ for more details

Marshall’s Calhoun County Fairgrounds hosts the 12th Annual 
Mayfaire Renissance Festival May 24-26 and May 31-June 1. Activities 
include: sword fighting, jugglers, magicians, period encampments, 
costumed street characters, musicians, royal games, archery 
tournament, comedians and much more! For more details click the 
following link: http://www.mayfaireren.com/mrf/

Five new employees started in the month of April. Please welcome the 
following: Keith Cooke, FTF Attendant; Kyle Wyatt, FTF Attendant; 

Douglas Mapes, FTF Attendant; Matt Paletis, FTF Attendant 
and Matt Mckelvey, Facilities Maintenance. Victoria Burlew is a 

temporary employee that will be in the Administration Building now 
and until Erica Burger returns from maternity leave.

New Employees
It is May, which means that a third of this year is already behind us. At 
least the weather is beginning to shape up and our operations can get 
back to more of a “normal” routine.  As most of you are aware, there 
have been some recent announcements from the US EPA that are aimed 
at impacting coal fired power plants such as ours.  Just this week, the 
Supreme Court announced that the Cross State Air Pollution Rule, 
also known as CSAPR or the Transport Rule, was found to be valid, 
thereby putting stricter limits on NOx and SO2 emissions as they affect 
downwind states.  This rule is not expected to have any major impact on 
our Endicott Generating Station, as we already have adequate controls 
in place.  A couple of months ago, the EPA also issued a new rule that 
sets CO2 emission limits on new generation, effectively prohibiting 
the construction of any new coal fired power plants in this country.  A 
second rule is expected to be announced in June, which will provide 
new guidance for existing coal fired generation units.  As of today, we do 
not know what is in this new rule, but we will be evaluating the impacts 
as soon as it comes out.

Looking back at this past winter, and the stresses that were exposed 
in the fuel supplies to many electric generating units, I find it easy to 
see the importance that coal generation played in keeping our nation 
supplied with electricity.  We seem to have a plentiful supply of natural 
gas, but we are years away from being able to construct enough pipelines 
to deliver the quantities that are needed for electric generation during 
the times when heating loads take up a major portion of pipeline 
capacity.  In spite of the EPA, even current government projections show 
that coal is going to be around for a long, long time.  All this is even 
more proof that we need to maintain our plant to the best of our ability, 
just like we always have, and continue to provide our members with the 
benefits of our coal fired generation.

Be safe, and enjoy mowing the grass!

 Glen White, General Manager

Manager’s Corner
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Employee Spotlight:  Tom Henry

Band: Metallica

Food: Homemade Macaroni & Cheese

Quote: Men that are good at making excuses are 
seldom good for anything else.

Tom Henry began his career in April 
2001; he has worked as a Laborer, Coal 
Handler and is currently a Repairman. His 
job responsibilities include performing 
skilled mechanical and/or electrical 
maintenance on various equipment, 
machines and vehicles. When I asked 
what the favorite part of his job was, he 
said “My job varies & is challenging, it 
keeps me busy. I also like that I’m helping 
America become more dependent on its 
own natural resources.”

Tom lives in Jonesville with his wife of one month, Darlene and two children 
(Emily, 17 and Jack, 15). Tom has a daughter (Ali, 21) that is attending Western 
Michigan University; he is proud to say that she is majoring in Literature and 
hopes to be a teacher. Outside of work, he enjoys fishing, golfing and playing 
around in the garage. 

Tom’s 
Favorites:

Service awards
32 years

32 years

26 years

16 years

6 years

May birthdays

July 10, 2010, http://betterlifecoachingblog.com/2010/07/30/the-two-travellers-a-
story-about-optimism/

There was once a traveller who was walking from a village in the mountains to 
a village in the valley. As he walked along, he saw a monk working in a field, so 
he stopped and said to the monk, “I’m on my way to the village in the valley, can 
you tell me what it’s like?” The monk looked up from his labour and asked the 
man where he had come from. The man responded, “I have come from the village 
in the mountains.” “What was that like?” the monk asked. “Terrible!”  the man 
exclaimed, “no-one spoke my language, I had to sleep on a dirt floor in one of 
their houses, they fed me some sort of stew that had yak or dog or both in it and 
the weather was atrocious.” “Then I think that you will find that the village in the 
valley is much the same,” the monk noted. 

A few hours later another traveller passed by and he said to the monk, “I am on 
my way to the village in the valley, can you tell what it’s like?” “Where have you 
come from?” enquired the monk. “I have come from the village in the mountains.” 
“And what was that like?” “It was awesome!” the man replied, “No-one spoke my 
language so we had to communicate using our hands and facial expressions. I 
had to sleep on the dirt floor which was really cool as I’ve never done that before.  
They fed me some sort of weird stew and I have no idea what was in it but just 
to experience how the locals lived was great and the weather was freezing cold, 
which meant that I really got a taste of the local conditions.  It was one of the best 
experiences of my life.” “Then I think that you’ll find that the village in the valley 
is much the same,” responded the monk.

Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we respond.  Don’t allow the 
challenges of life to take away your joy. There are lots of reasons to complain 
and be miserable if that’s how you look at life. There are lots of reasons to be 
enthusiastic and joyful if that’s how you look at life. 

How do you look at life?

Two Travellers-The Story of Optimism
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