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It is July, the beginning of a new fiscal year for the Agency and time 
to take a quick glance back and review what the previous 12 months 
entailed.  Top on the list was the successful completion of our turbine 
major repair, which also included a rewind of our generator for the 
first time in 30 years.  Financing for Project IV, three new gas-fired 
engines which will be located in Coldwater to help support their 
distribution system as well as assist the greenhouse with CO2 and 
heat requirements, was accomplished.  Significant progress was made 
with our FTF system, with over 500,000 tires processed and major 
improvements in equipment and design changes completed.  And, 16 
new employees were hired to help support the operation of the FTF 
process as well as prepare for upcoming retirements.
  
Looking ahead, continued FTF production improvements, 
installation and commissioning of Project IV, many efficiency 
enhancement projects, and the continuing process of succession 
planning will highlight this next year.  Working with our state 
regulatory agencies to help craft Michigan’s new environmental 
policies will also be key.  As always, it is the people that allow MSCPA 
to accomplish everything that we do, and I am very proud of our 
existing crew and look forward to welcoming new hires into our 
Agency.

While July has begun with some strong storms passing through 
our area, downing trees and causing some power interruptions 
that affected our Endicott plant as well as some of our member 
communities, no major damage has been reported thus far.  The good 
news is that cleanup and repair work is going along nicely and the 
local forecast for the 4th of July holiday looks great!  I hope everyone 
gets a chance to see some fireworks, grill a hot dog or two, and enjoy 
time with family and friends.  Happy 4th to all!

Glen White, General Manager
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Employee Spotlight:  Chip Shafer

Snack: Ritz Crackers

Drink: Mountain Dew 

Sports: Bull Riding

Chip Shafer began his career at MSCPA 
in February 2007 as a Laborer and was 
awarded the Oiler position in 2013.  His 
job responsibilities include: perform 
periodic lubrication on a scheduled 
basis of all power plant equipment and 
related auxiliary equipment; change 
oil; flush and pack bearings; clean and 
change filters; maintain associated 
records and schedules; perform basic 
and semiskilled maintenance on various 
power plant equipment. “I love that my 
job keeps me busy and that it is something different everyday” he said.

Chip lives in Litchfield with his wife of 16 years, Linda. Chip and Linda 
have four grown children and nine grandchildren. Outside of work he 
enjoys spending time with his 96 year old grandfather and training/
racing the horses he raises.

Chip’s 
Favorites:
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Member Cities and Villages Events

Eating Right: Do Not Sweat the Small Stuff

July 3, 5:30 PM Hillsdale’s Great American Parade will loop through 
Downtown Hillsdale to the American Celebration at Hillsdale County 
Fairgrounds

July 4, 10:00 AM Marshall’s 4th of July Celebration at Brooks Memorial 
Fountain – parade, chicken BBQ, ice cream social, live music
http://www.marshallmi.org/events/66

July 4-5, Cruise at the Fountain Marshall’s Calhoun County Fairgrounds – 
fair food, prizes, swap meet http://www.cruiseatthefountain.com/ 

July 19, 9:00 AM Crandall Family Farm in Marshall hosts Breakfast on the 
Farm www.breakfastonthefarm.com

July 23, 17th Annual Marshall Bluegrass Festival http://www.
marshallbluegrassfestival.com/

July 26, Downtown Coldwater Remember the Alamo Car Cruise

Fireworks Displays:
July 3 – Hillsdale County Fairgrounds, Hillsdale

July 3 – Union City High School Alumni Field, Union City
July 4 – Heritage Park, Coldwater

Free concerts: 
Marshall: 11th Annual Main Street Blues Festival July 19 2:30-11:00 PM
www.marshallbluesfest.com
Coldwater: Entertainment Under the Stars at Four Corners each Monday night in
July at 7:00 PM
Hillsdale: Summer Concert Series each Tuesday in Mrs. Stock’s Park at 7:30 PM

The Spotlight is a monthly newsletter for the Michigan South Central Power Agency. Articles may be printed in whole or part without permission. If you wish to 

share any news or comments please contact Chrissy Van Kampen at vankampenc@mscpa.net

720 Herring Road Litchfield MI 49252

Phone: (517) 542-2346 Fax: (517) 542-3049

The City of Litchfield removed 58,760 pounds of tires out of their community on June 
14. The tires collected displaced coal for 6.4 hours on one mill (11 megawatts); which 
is about 30 percent of the total fuel used per hour.

Fun Fact: The tires collected during this event would energize
73 homes for an entire month!

Thank you to the Litchfield Rotary Club for all of their hard work during this collection!

You are watching your weight, but maybe you still want to enjoy a couple pieces of 
chocolate in the afternoon or take your family out for pizza on a Friday night? Do 
it. Eating right does not mean sacrificing your favorite foods. Healthy eating should 
be about balance. Research shows that those who suddenly change their diets or cut 
some foods out completely are more likely to gain back the weight lost.

To indulge in your cravings without seeing the numbers creep back up on the scale: 
Eat treats occasionally. If you enjoy fast food once a week and are not happy with 
what your scale is telling you, taking small steps to cut back can have the best results. 
Try to cut back by eating your not-so-healthy foods to once every two weeks, then 
once every three weeks, and then once a month. 

Stick to smaller amounts. If your favorite food is pizza, limit yourself to two slices. If 
dessert is your weakness, consider cutting a piece in half and enjoying it slowly.

Choose a lower-calorie-version. Try low calorie salad dressing or frozen yogurt 
instead of ice cream. You can use plain low-fat yogurt or a little low-fat cheese on 
your baked potato instead of butter or sour cream. 

“Living Right,” 2014 J.J. Keller & Associates, Inc., Neenah, WI, USA
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